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On May 2-4 RMU honors students did an “insider’s 

tour” of our nation’s capital with Prof. Harold.  The 

group got to see a number of interesting things, includ-

ing a special tour of the Department of Justice, and a 

VIP tour of the Capitol Building.  There were two 

highlights of the trip which stood out in particular, 

however.  The students had a private half-hour meet-

ing with Senator Robert Casey on a number of issues 

they were concerned about.  Also, the group did a behind-the-scenes tour of the Su-

preme Court of the United States.  The students were literally the last visitors ever to 

the Court to walk up the 44 marble steps under the famous “Equal Justice Under Law” 

inscription, since the Court permanently closed its iconic front entrance to the public 

the next day.  The students attended the announcement of decisions on two cases by 

the Justices in the Courtroom, and then took a tour of the inner chambers of the Court 

from two current Supreme Court law clerks.   

Honors Students Take Insider’s Tour of Washington, D.C.   

Prof. VanDieren gave a presentation in 

November to local politicians, business-

men, scientists, artists and educators at 

Leadership Pittsburgh's TEDx Conference: 

New Voices, New Eyes.  Her topic was 

harnessing a child’s mathematical creativ-

ity.  The video can be viewed at YouTube 

by searching for “tedx vandieren.”   

 

Prof. Harold received a Fulbright grant to 

do research in Germany.  He will be in 

Eichstaett, Germany this fall working on 

his next book on values in politics.  His 

first book, Prophetic Politics, was pub-

lished last fall.   

Co-Directors’ Corner 
RMU Roundtable Started 

A new series, the RMU Roundta-
ble, kicked off this spring.  Spon-

sored by the Honors Program, it 

features faculty presenting their 
research or on topics of interest 

to other faculty and honors stu-

dents.  Five roundtables were 

held this semester, starting with 
President Dell’Omo speaking on 

the proposed tuition tax.  Other 

topics at the well-attended series 
included the nature of leadership, 

China today, computer software 

for qualitative research, and 
nanoparticles.   



Postcards from Abroad 

Gruezi (hello) from Switzerland! 

I have only been in Switzerland for about a week but I am having a great 
time.  The city of St. Gallen, where I am staying, is very beautiful and has 

a lot of history behind it.  One of my favorite places that I have visited is 

the Abbey Library.  The library was founded by a missionary in 612 and 

contains 150,000 volumes that date back as late as the early Middle Ages! 

Fasnacht (carnival) has started in the city!  Carnival is a week-long cele-

bration that takes place before Lent.  The locals, children and adults, dress 

up in costume and celebrate every day.  There are lots of bands that march 

around the streets playing music during the day and at night they take 

turns performing in the center of the city.  It really is an interesting sight to 

see! 

There are 25 international students from 13 countries studying at FHS St. 

Gallen this semester and it is wonderful to meet so many new people and 

learn about their cultures.  We’ve have a great time getting to know each 

other during cultural trainings, a tour of the city, a traditional Swiss dinner 

of meat fondue and some games of bowling.  

Bye for now! 

Sheila Strong 

Studying abroad is, without a doubt, a life-changing experience. 

I've been abroad for about a month now, and it's truly been unbe-

lievable- full of both good and bad experiences, but mostly good 

ones. When you first go abroad, you realize how little you actually 

know about the world. You have to reevaluate everything you've 

ever believed and thought. London is a beautiful city, and I've got-

ten a chance to explore its streets up and down. I probably will 

never get the chance to see everything there is to see because there's 

just so much, but every time I see something new I can't help think-

ing how it was so worth it to study here. But London's not the only 

city I've seen! It's incredibly easy to get around Europe, so I have a 

lot of trips planned. I've seen Edinburgh, Scotland and Stockholm, 

Sweden, and I have trips planned to Berlin, Madrid, Dublin, Rome, 

and many others as well, plus seeing the smaller towns in England 

like Bath and Windsor, as well as Stonehenge. In addition to seeing 

all these amazing places, I've also met a lot of interesting people 

from places all over the world, including China, Denmark, India, 

Korea, France, Greece, Wales, and England, as well as people from 

many different parts of the US. Just talking to these people from all 

these different places you learn new things. And of course, there are 

the classes, which are very different from the classes at RMU. I 

have about three months left to go in Europe, and I can't wait to see 

what other interesting adventures I'll have!  

 -Katie O’Dowd 



O’Roark 
I think the Lunch with a Professor Series is a good 

idea and a great opportunity for both students and 

professors. The lunch environment provides a casual 

setting where students and professors can converse 

about topics that do not arise during class. Lunch 

with Professor O'Roark was my first experience with 

the new series. I have my second class with him this 

semester, and it was enjoyable to talk with him out-

side of class. I will be looking forward to attending 

more of these lunches in the future. 

   -Kyndra Szymanski 

Mitchell 

The honors program welcomed Dr. Jeffrey 

Mitchell, Department Head of the Mathematics 

Department, to spend a lunch with some Honors 

students. We discussed how some of the current 

Actuarial Science majors were in terms of exam 

preparation. In addition, we discussed how we 

were integrating our communication skills courses 

with career preparation. Finally, we discussed how 

the honors program has changed under the new 

direction of Dr. Harold and Dr. Vandieren.  

   - Matthew Feryus 

Lunch with Professor Barbara Burgess-Lefebvre was great! I've 

been involved with various Colonial Theatre Productions with 

her, but it was cool to hang out with one of my profs in an in-

formal setting outside of the theatre and classroom.  As one 

might expect the conversation was slow moving and awkward 
at first until everyone got comfortable with each other, but be-

fore long it became as natural as hanging out with your 

friends.  Barbara is extremely laid back and easy going, which 

made the experience a lot of fun.  We talked about everything 

from her current undertaking of "Of Mice and Men," to one 

student's involvement in a grade-school production, to topics 

you'd never discuss in the classroom, like personal interactions 

with other students and faculty.  Overall the whole idea of 

"Lunch with a Prof" is really cool, and I look forward to partici-

pating in more of them in the future!  

    - Christopher Murone 

 Barbara Burgess-Lefebvre 

Lunch with a Prof 

The Honors Program’s most recent “Lunch With 
a Professor,” featuring English and Communica-
tion Skills Professor Mary Catherine Kiliany, was 
an intimate and relaxed affair with four students 
in attendance.  The subject matter ranged from 
graphic novels to Pittsburgh traffic and con-
struction to next years class schedules. If you 
haven’t taken the opportunity to enjoy free 
food and get to know your professors better, be 
sure to attend a “Lunch With a Professor” soon! 
    -Alena Landon 

Kiliany 

ñIt became as  

natural as hanging  

out with your friendsò 



 

 

 

Reading Greg Mortenson's book, Three Cups of Tea, this semester with Prof. 

Michalenko was a joy. The small size of our group made discussing the book even 

better. We were able to take an analytical look at the book, Greg Mortenson, and 

the reasons for teaching children especially girls. The discussions helped me to see 

that we are more like the rest of the world then we think. We all have the same 

core values family, religion, education, etc. During the reading group, we debated 

whether or not we believed it was important to build schools, and why Morten-

son builds schools. At his lecture, you could clearly see that he loves children. In-

stead of talking about all the great things he has done, he answered audience's 

questions and involved the junior high students in the answers. Most of the ap-

plause at the speech was initiated by him for the kids. Some of the interesting 

things he said were to when starting a project start 

small. I also liked a few of the things he mentioned 

about his schools. The students are taught multiple 

languages and many of the schools are built and run 

by the tribes in the area. For someone so revolu-

tionary, he is extremely humble.  

    - Tabitha Savka 

òA delightful, quirky, 

heartwarming film 

that is as funny as it 

is revealing..." 

-- Don Roy King, 

director, "SNL"  

"If you believe in 

miraculous come-

backs, you've got to 

catch this film."  

-- Franco Harris  

Movie Review: My Tale of Two Cities 
 On March 25, Honors Students from Robert Morris University went down to South Side 

Cinema Works to watch the movie òMy Tale of Two Cities.ó The movie, directed 

by Carl Kurlander, shows Pittsburgh through the eyes of our parents. The steel 

industry, the sports, and the influences of Pittsburgh are all discussed in great detail 

in this low-budget but highly interesting film. The titleõs two cities part is from Carl 

and his wifeõs often moving between Pittsburgh and Hollywood. After the movie 

was over, we were lucky enough to have Carl step into the theater and have a dis-

cussion with the moviegoers. He began with explaining in more detail in how the 

movie was made and then opened up the floor for questions or comments about 

Pittsburgh.  

       From an honors studentõs perspective, we watched a movie about our par-

entõs history of Pittsburgh. Carl felt that this was what Pittsburgh is really made of, 

our history of steel, Steelers, Heinz, etc. I feel like although this movie was correct, it missed a few 

touches that would make it apply to our generation. We were looking for Crosby, Big Ben, Wiz 

Khalifa, and other current Pittsburgh references.  

       Overall, the movie is a must watch for anyone who has ever even seen a sign that leads to 

Pittsburgh. It really shows how hardworking our society was and still is, but does leave out the 

current-generationõs references to Pittsburgh.    -Alex Goettler 

Greg Mortensonõs Lecture and Reading Group 

Greg Mortensen speaking on campus in April 



 

 

 

David Brooksõ Lecture 
David Brooks 

gave a humor-

ous lecture up 

at Rogal Chapel 

on April 7th. 

He opened up 

with a very 

interesting 

summary of his 

life, told with all the wit found in his 

book Paradise Drive. Mr. Brooks 

told of his struggles as a young 

journalist, of which there were 

many interesting challenges he had 

to overcome. After he described 

his views and his life, Mr. Brooks 

opened up to a Q&A session. He 

commented on the different cul-

tures of Americans versus Iraqis, 

saying that 91% of Iraqis mind if a 

foreigner moves in next door, com-

pared to only 9% of Americans. 

When asked about politics, his main 

belief is that government spends 

too much, and Mr. Brooks confirms 

that he is a Republican. However, 

he made the interesting distinction 

that political parties are just like 

sports teams. Overall, it was a great 

discussion and we should be thank-

ful to RMU for providing this great 

lecture series.  

  -Ben Opp 

The Undergraduate Research Conference held at Robert Morris University has always 

brought great work and excitement to the University, but this yearõs Fourth Annual 

Undergraduate Research Conference embraces an enlarged magnitude of entries and 

topics, bringing added excitement to the conference. This year, the honors programs of California University 

and Robert Morris University are co-hosting the event which features undergraduate research submitted by 

students from a number of institutions. Categories of presentation ranged from philosophy to politics to the 

environment, science, and technology. The use of video cameras to record presentations and video conferenc-

ing to bring in work from long distances makes this yearõs conference stand out from the previous three. Next 

year, the conference will be held at California University of Pennsylvania and hopefully will continue to grow.   

-Phillip Timcheck 

they seen as burdens. Now, the 

students are seen for their poten-

tial, and can see their own po-

tential. Bill Strickland’s book 

Making the Impossible Possible 

details Bill’s story about grow-

ing a small art class into the 

corporation it is today. Through 

his programs, many people have 

already been inspired to dream 

bigger. As the program contin-

ues to expand into other cities 

and countries, many more will 

have the opportunity to conquer 

the impossible.  

-Tabitha Savka 

Bill Strickland is the founder of 

the Manchester Craftsmen's 

Guild, and a native of Pitts-

burgh. In his speech at RMU 

this semester, Strickland told his 

story. His philosophy is to treat 

his students and community 

members as assets. From this, 

he has changed people’s idea 

about the poor. No longer are 

Conquering the Impossible 

The Undergraduate Research Conference  

òPolitical 

parties are 

just like sports 

teams...ó 

- David Brooks 

Honors Stu-

dents read 

Brooksõ 

book On 

Paradise 

Drive before 

his campus 

lecture 



Junto Editorial Board 

Thank you to the following individuals for your 

contributions to this newsletter: 

Jaclyn Bosiljevac 

Matthew Feryus 

Alex Goettler 

Alena Landon 

Christopher Murone  

Katie O’Dowd 

Benjamin Opp  

Tabitha Savka 

Sheila Strong 

Kyndra Szymanski 

Phillip Timcheck 

Professor VanDieren 

Professor Harold 
If you would like to contribute to upcoming Junto publica-

tions, please contact honors@rmu.edu 

318 John Jay 

6001 University Blvd. 

Moon Township, PA 15108 

412-397-4278 

412-397-5417 

honors@rmu.edu 

www.rmu.edu/honors 

Littera, Civitas, Ductus 

HONORS  P ROG RAM  

Alumnae Profile 

Veronica (Seevers) Thomas 

Studied abroad in: Germany 

Currently: Doctoral Student at Kent State 

 

òThe honors program allowed me to engage with 

some of the best professors at RMU. I don't feel that 

my accomplishments are a reflection of me, but 

rather all of the support that I had from professors at 

RMU along with the programs that I participated in 

that allowed me to develop as a person.  Additionally, 

as a commuter student the honors program was es-

sential in helping me to acquire a network of friends. 

The continuity of the program allowed me to regu-

larly interact with the same people. This allowed me 

to develop friendships that I doubt I would have 

made since I did not live on campus.ó 

Professor Vandieren, Sarah Robb and Jaclyn Bosil-

jevac attended the Pink Feet Celebration at Point Park 

University.  This was Robert Morris’s first year par-

ticipating in this event.  They met students and hon-

ors directors from Point Park, Duquesne, Carnegie 

Mellon and CCAC, and exchanged ideas about differ-

ent ways to raise money.   - Jaclyn Bosiljevac 

Pink Feet Fundraiser 

Prof. VanDieren and other honors directors present  
checks to the Susan G. Komen Foundation. 


